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Abstract of JP9255550 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a skin 
humectant giving moist feeling and suppleness 
to the human skin by using a ceramid- 
analogous substance. SOLUTION: This skin 
humectant is obtained by using a ceramid- 
analogous composed shown by the formula 
(R1 is acyl; R2 is a saturated alkyl; X is H, or 
ethanolamine phosphate or monosaccharide 
phosphate group) without additional treatment 
or in the form of a mixture with an appropriate 
solvent and/or an appropriate shaping agent, 
and is used for different ointments and skin 
preparations for traditional external use. For 
example, the skin humectant is used for 
preparing emulsified cosmetics of water-in-oil 
or oil-in-water type such as creams and milky 
lotions, lip sticks, foundations, skin cleaners, 
hair tonics, etc. The ceramid-analogous 
substances are obtained by culturing mainly 
bacteria of Sphingobacterium genus. The skin 
humectant can raise moisture retaining 
capacity of the corneous layer of skin and has 
high efficacy against chapping of the skin. 
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